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REPLYING TO JAPAN'S OBJECTIONS TO OUR
OPEN DOOR POLICY
(Written Summary of Oral Report made to Foreign Minister Arita and left
\vith him after our conversation.)
November 21, 1938
I wish to say at the outset that I am very glad that Your Excellency
was good enough to receive Mr. Dooman on Saturday and to explain
at least part of Japan's point of view regarding the new situation
created in China. I have been apprised of everything that you said
to Mr. Dooman, so, if you wish, we may proceed on the assumption
that I am familiar with that conversation.
I was very glad to note your wish expressed to Mr. Dooman to
have several future conversations with me \vith a view to smoothing
out so far as possible the present discrepancies between the points
of view of our respective Governments and I shall do my very best
correctly to interpret to my Government Japan's point of view as it
may be set forth to me from time to time.
On the other hand, you will realize that I must as clearly as possible
set forth the point of view of my own Government because future
adjustments cannot take place unless we understand each other with
complete clarity.
I believe that our conversation to-day will be purely exploratory
and I wish to make clear to you the fact that I am not at this time
attempting any reply to the Japanese note of November 18, because
my Government will need time to study it carefully and in detail
and I shall expect to receive my Government's observations in due
course thereafter.
There are a few points, however, which I would like to bring up
at once.
Your Excellency has discussed the question of the " exploitation "
of China and spheres of influence therein* I think you will agree
with me that the historical record shows clearly that the United
^States of America has never attempted to " exploit" China or to
acquire any " sphere of influence " whatever in that country. Our
desire always has been and is to-day to avoid spheres of influence
and exploitation by or in any one country.
Our interpretation of the Open Door is totally contrary to those
principles* The principle of equality of commercial opportunity
has been a fundamental principle of the foreign policy of the United
States ever since our country came into existence. The treaties
relating to the Far East to which the United States'is a party and in
which provisions relating to that principle appear, were in all in-
stances concluded with a view to decreasing and avoiding frictions
which had developed in, or which might develop in, international
contacts in that area.
We feel that respect for an observance of those principles and pro-

